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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

In the following pages the student of Sinhalese will find
a full commentary on the Sidat-Sangara. Of the importance
of the latter work in the study of the Sinhalese language
it is not necessary to speak here at length. I'or seven centur-
ies it has been recognised as the standard Grammar of our
““¥Fongue, and =5 such it is likely to hold undisputed® away for
a long<iite to come. Several grammars on modern, and, i*
may?be even conceded, simpler methods have in recent times
appeared, some of which have deservedly become popular.
Butlthadwgnced student will find his knowledge of Sinhalese
Grammar much deficient unless and until he masters the
Sidat-Sangara. This old Grammar is, however, composed in
such concise form that a full commentary on it is a need felt
by every student. That need, I hope, will be amply supplied
by this volume.

The first part of this Commeniary appeared several years
ago in the Oriental Magazine, Satyasamuccaya, and was
eagerly welcomed by a large circle of readers. That magazine
however, ceased to exist before half of the book was published,
and the work was left incomplete. At the request of Mr.
Simon de Silva, Wasala Mudaliyar, and myself, thelearned
Nayaka Thera who originally contributed the first part to
the Satyasamuccaya kindly consented to complete the book
and revise it for the press.

In this volume the text is carefully explained, and every

point of difficulty and obscurity elucidated and interpreted

" with a fulness that leaves no room for uncertainty. The

copious illustrations, drawn from various sources, Sanskrit,

Pali, and Sinhalese, are admirably selected and serve to
enhance the value of the expositions.

Another feature of this work which will interest the
student and the scholar alike, is the revision of the text
which embodies the results of much critical labour and care-
ful research. In several instances, corrupt readings will be
found, for the first time, corrected here. I would only refer
to the brilliant emendation of the last stanza of the Sidat-
Sangara, long misread and misunderstood, which in this
edition asssumes what must undoubtedly have been its
original form as a rare and elegant composition of its kind,
worthy of the great Grammarian and his memorable work.

D. B. Jayatilaka.
Colombo,

30th September, 1902.
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